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 FILLIN "Enter Mr./Mrs. Full Name" \* MERGEFORMAT 

Director James Beasley, P.E., P.S.
Ohio Department of Transportation

1980 West Broad Street

Columbus, OH 43223

Dear Director Beasley:

In a letter dated August 28, 2007, ODOT requested our assistance in resolving construction contract administration issues for the following project: D07-ITS-FY2008, PID 82712 (Dayton ITS early deployment).  The purpose of this project is to support maintenance of traffic for the reconstruction of I-75 in downtown Dayton (Phase 1A, PID 75927).  FHWA personnel coordinated with staff from ODOT’S Office of Traffic and D-7 to clarify the issues and discuss how to resolve them in an expeditious manner.  The identified issues and their resolution are as follows:

1. Federal-aid participation in ODOT’s purchase of proprietary network/communication equipment (such as wireless radio) from the state contracted vendor.  ODOT’s acquisition of the equipment ensures compatibility of new equipment with existing ODOT communication and computer systems.  When it is necessary for ODOT staff to install, configure, or test equipment, the expenses for state labor will be at 100% state costs.  The use of state forces maintains the security of ODOT’s communication and computer systems.  FHWA finds it in the public interest to approve the eligibility of the purchase of network/communication equipment by ODOT from the state vendor for Federal-aid participation.
2. Federal-aid participation in Pay Item 632-62820 Interconnect, Miscellaneous: Wireless Radio, Installation Only.  The contractor will mount the equipment to the poles.  As described in Item 1 above, ODOT staff will configure the radio at 100% state expense.  FHWA finds it in the public interest to approve the eligibility of the installation of wireless radio for Federal-aid participation.
3. Federal-aid participation in Pay Item 632-89301 Wood Pole, As Per Plan, Installation Only. The contractor for project 36(2006), MOT-US35-15.07 purchased wood poles by change order at 100% state expense to facilitate the early deployment of ITS along US-35.  ODOT purchased excess poles for subsequent erection along I-75 by state forces.  ODOT prefers now to incorporate this work item in the proposed ITS project and competitively bid it.  FHWA finds it in the public interest to approve the eligibility of the installation of wood poles furnished by ODOT for Federal-aid participation.
4. ODOT’s request for Federal-aid participation in the purchase of spare equipment (e.g., ITS cabinet and closed circuit television camera assembly) is denied. Federal-aid participation is limited to work actually incorporated into the project.
If you have any questions, please contact Mark L. Vonder Embse, Senior Transportation Engineer, at (614) 280-6854, or at mark.vonderembse@fhwa.dot.gov.



Sincerely,


 For:
Dennis A. Decker




Division Administrator

cc:  ODOT (D-7 and Traffic)
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